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In December, we finished our unit on linear relationships.
Students worked with equations in slope-intercept form as
well as standard form. They built on their knowledge from
Unit 2 to identify slope and start writing linear equations.  
We then started our equation unit.  Students solved multi-

step linear equations and learned that linear equations can 
have one solution, no solution, or infinitely many solutions.  

In January, we will continue to build on our linear 
equation knowledge and apply it to linear systems.

Spanish Fundamentals classes have been exploring the art 
of bullfighting in Spain and the different perspectives that

people have about it.  We have also created funny class
stories in Spanish about a brother who steals his brother's
girlfriends by bringing them gifts.  The first brother finally

gets angry and gets his revenge.  Classes are creating stories
with the language that are meaningful and that practice our

targeted language structures..

In Grade 8 Spanish classes, students are continuing to
practice interpreting and expressing past events.  They had a
lot of fun creating class stories about people being dishonest

with their loved ones and what happened when the other
person "found out the truth".  In the next unit, students will
be introduced to how ongoing past events are expressed in

the past which will open up discussions about what they
used to do when they were younger.

We have finished Unit 2, Courageous Choices, which focused
on the guiding questions of what makes someone courageous

and how people are inspired to demonstrate courage. We
have continued to build students' writing skills, focusing

heavily on how to explain textual evidence. Upon returning
from break, students will make connections between

characters or historical figures from texts that we've read
and people from their own lives. We will then be starting Unit

3, which centers around the novel Brown Girl Dreaming.

We are exploring matter this month in science class. We 
are learning how to measure mass and volume accurately,

calculate density, and describe/ identify matter using
characteristic properties. At the end of the unit, we will
 use a series of tests to identify unknown substances. 

We are simultaneously launching our student-driven
semester-long civics project as well as topic 5, The Federal

Govt.  The civics project will be worked on by student groups
over the next several months as they look to identify,

research, and improve an issue or solve a problem within one
of their communities. In topic 5 we will pick up where we left

off in topic 4, creation of the Constitution/Bill of Rights/3
branch govt structure and its associated departments &

agencies which support American communities. 


